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SECOND SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 
7:45 A.M. SERVICE 

Today’s Theme: All the baptized have a calling in God’s world.  God calls not 
just pastors and deacons but also the youngest child, like Samuel.  The story 
of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place.  Nathanael initially 
dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth.  But where we come from 
isn’t important; it’s where-or rather whom-we come to.  Jesus refers to Jacob, 
who had a vision in a place he called “the house of God, and…the gate of 
heaven” (Gen. 28:17).  Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael 
will meet God. 

Welcome all visitors!  We welcome all who worship with us.  May the joy of Christ’s 
presence and the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with peace and hope!  We are 
honored by your presence and trust that you will join us in the praise and worship 
of God.  Please sign our guest book in the narthex.  If you are interested in church 
membership, please give your name and telephone number to Pastor Rankin.  

Welcome to the Eucharist!  All who seek to follow Jesus and who seek the gifts 
Jesus offers us are invited to share in this sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Children are invited to receive communion at the discretion of their 
parents/guardians.  If a child wants to receive a blessing, they are asked to fold 
their hands. 
Prayer As You Enter: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful 
redeemer, for the countless blessings and benefits you give.  May we know you 
more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day 
praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    
Amen.  



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM AND INVITATION TO THE TABLE
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
Come to hear God’s call to service; come to meet the Christ who claims us. 

Speak, O God, for your servant hears.  Show us the way, for we would 
follow. 

Come, responding to God’s summons.  Come, rejoicing that God cares. 
With longing hearts we seek God’s love; with joyful lips we sing God’s 
praise. 

Come, for we are not our own.  God’s love, in Christ, has made us saints. 
God is our help and support; nothing we have done can cut off our 
Creator’s care. 

At Jesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.  Come and see. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
CALL TO CONFESSION    
God has come to us in Christ, but we often live as if it made no difference. 

Let us confess our sins before God in silent prayer. 
(SEATED OR KNEELING) 

SILENT CONFESSION OF SINS 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

God, our rock and refuge, we pour out our hearts before you.  We have 
known you but have not always loved you.  We have wounded one another 
and sinned against you.  We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in each of us.  Remember your covenant.  Renew your creation.  
Restore us that we might proclaim your good news to all.  Amen. 

KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.    
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.   



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 

ACT OF PRAISE     
O God, open my lips. 

And my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

COLLECT FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
Let us pray the collect together.  

With all your saints and ministers, O God, we open our ears and hearts to 
claim the message you would speak to us.  May we meditate on your 
word, praise you with joyful lips, and glorify you with our whole being.  
Come, Holy Spirit, to make your home in our midst and within each one 
of us, driving away all that distorts our vision.  Then use us, we pray, to 
reach others with your saving good news.   Amen.    

(PLEASE BE SEATED) 

THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST LESSON       1 Samuel 3:1-20       
At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the Lord comes to Samuel and calls him 
to speak the divine word.  Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli 
the priest had taught him to respond.  This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic 
ministry. 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 

THE PSALTER          Psalm 139:1-6,13-18 
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from 
far away.

You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my 
ways. 
Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely. 

You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 



For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my 
mother’s womb. 
I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.  Wonderful are your 
works; that I know very well. 

My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, 
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 
Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.  In your book were written all the 
days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed.  

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 
I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the end—I am 
still with you. 

THE SECOND LESSON                   1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
Paul helps the Corinthians understand that God has claimed the entirety of their lives 
through the death of Christ.  Hence Christian relationships and conduct, including areas 
of human sexuality, are to reflect the reality that we belong to Christ and that the Holy 
Spirit lives within us.  

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 

THE HOLY GOSPEL            St. John 1:43-51    
In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others 
to Jesus.  Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the 
invitation to “Come and see.” 

Glory be to You, O Lord.   

THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD 

Praise be to You, O Christ. 
(PLEASE BE SEATED) 

SERMON “The Unexpectedness of God’s Call”  Pastor Rankin 

(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 



We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true God, 
begotten not made, of one Being with the Father;  through him all things 
were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became fully human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 
worshipped and glorified, and has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

PEOPLE’S OFFERING
OFFERING DEDICATION   
We have heard you calling us, loving God, in the cries of your children—cries 
for bread, for justice, for relief.  We have seen you beckoning to us amid the 
corporate greed and social distortions of our day.  We have felt the pain of 
sisters and brothers caught up in damaging relationships that violate your 
holy temple within them.  We want to help, and we believe your church can 
be Christ’s healing presence for them.  Show us the way to be messengers of 
your gentle judgment and powerful good news.  May our offerings be used for 
the transformation of church and society, individual and groups; through 
Christ our Lord. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them up to the Lord! 
Let us give thanks to God Most High.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Mighty God, Wonderful Counselor, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.  In ancient days, you created us in your image to be 
reflections of your glory.  When we fell short and dimmed the brilliance of 
your light shining through us, you held our hands and walked with us out 
of the garden into all the corners of the earth.  When we were afraid to look 
upon your glory, you came as a quiet traveler, as a burning bush, and as a 
pillar of light.  You called us to be people of light, to walk no longer in 
darkness, and always, you light our way.  Even when we walk in darkness, 
you shine your light and offer your grace, awaiting our return to you.  In 
the fullness of time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ to reveal your glory 
and grace.  And so, with your people on earth and all the angels in heaven, 
we praise your holy name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your 
glory, O God, Most High.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord.  Hosanna in the highest! 

(PLEASE BE SEATED) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

THE PRAYER OF OUR LORD 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

BREAKING OF THE HOST & POURING OF THE CUP 
As this grain was once scattered in the fields, and has come together in one 
bread, so we, with different needs and hopes, come together as one, for we 
share one bread. 

The Bread of Life, broken for us. 
The cup which we share is the cup of the New Covenant written in our 
hearts and witnessed by Jesus. 

The Cup of Blessing, poured out for us and for the many. 



(Those who wish to come forward will be invited by the pastor.  The pastor will 
serve you the host, saying, “The Body of Christ.”  You reply, “Amen!”  The 
assistant will present you with the cup, saying, “The Blood of Christ.”  You 
reply, “Amen!” Grape juice is in the chalice with the cross and wine is in the 
other chalice.  If you need the pastor and assistant to come to you, please 
indicate that to someone near you or the pastor.  If you do not wish to come 
forward, you are invited to use the packaged elements in the narthex and 
commune in your pew.  The pastor will offer a blessing everyone has 
communed. Children are invited to receive communion at the discretion of 
their parents/guardians.  If a child wants to receive a blessing, they are asked 
to fold their hands.) 

(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 

POST COMMUNION PRAYERS 
The Lord be with you.   
 And also with you.     
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing 
on the church, the world, and all of creation. 

Encourage the ministry and mission of the church, God of truth.  Let the 
leaders of your church be trustworthy and accountable stewards, that all its 
resources and outreach bring hope and healing to communities.  God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 

Delight in the goodness of your creation, God of fig trees and fertile soil.  Heal 
areas of the world harmed by human greed.  Restore those recovering from 
natural disaster.  Protect our forests and waterways and all the creatures 
that live in them.  God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Call the leaders of every neighborhood and nation to serve faithfully, God of 
wisdom.  Give them visions of justice and unity.  Lead them to action that 
promotes equitable partnership and uplifts those on the margins of society.  
God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Hold in your care any who suffer and struggle, God of compassion.  You who 
know our inner hearts, be present with any who are oppressed, victims of 
racism or cultural bias, and all who long for respite or restoration.  God of 
grace, receive our prayer. 



Give this congregation the anticipation and excitement of Samuel, so inspired 
and empowered to do your work in the world, God of unity. Make us faithful 
as we build communities of inclusion and mutual care.  As we move forward 
in faith, we give thanks for the many ways you strengthen us for ministry at 
this time and in this place.  We remember the founding of St. Luke’s Church 
145 years ago and we give thanks for the ways the members of St. Luke’s 
have contributed to the ministry of Trinity Church.   God of grace, receive our 
prayer. 

SILENT PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 

Giver of every gift, Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body. 
Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all and to your glory, now 
and forever.   Amen. 

CLOSE OF WORSHIP 
RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION 
Arise, and go forth to shine for all the world to see. 

We go to spread the good news of light and love, righteousness and 
justice. 

May the blessing of the God of light rest upon you and fill you with light. 
Amen.

CATCH THE VISION & SHARE THE JOY
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chancel Flowers are given by Pastor Rankin in honor of his baptism on 
January 14, 1979 at Grace U.C.C. by Rev. Leon Richwine, and in honor of the 
145th anniversary of St. Luke’s U.C.C. (January 12, 1879).    

The Worship Aids are given by Janice & Ken Jenkins as a thank you for the 
prayers, cards, calls and visits to Janice. 

Happy Birthday 
Today – Rosemary Huber, Dawn Stauffer 
Tuesday – Mary Neville 
Wednesday – Jodi Keller, Deb Lichtenwalner 
Saturday – Hank Fox, Pat Miller 



Ministering Today  
Pastor   Rev. Dr. Christopher Rankin 
Lector/Assistant Rev. Sandy Morris 
Money Counters Diane Rice, Karen Olley, George DeLong, Jodi Keller, 

Denise Pfeiffer 
Altar Guild Karen Olley, Beth Bossert 
Building Trustee  Mike Wagner 
Koinonia  Paula Dennes 
Ministries   Card  Christian Education Committee(Bob Kilgore) 

Called to Care  Anne Rankin Visitation Sue Bowman 

Attendance for Sun., Jan. 7   7:45–7   10:30–46   TOTAL – 53 
Sunday School    19 

This Week at Trinity Church 
(Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m.-2 p.m.) 
Monday 7:00 PM – Choir/8:15 PM Bells 

Parish Post Deadline 
Tuesday  1:00 PM – Prayer Shawl 

7:00 PM Consistory 
Wednesday 9:30 AM - Stewardship 
Thursday 2:00 PM – CROP Walk Mtg. 

6:00 PM – Cub Scouts 
Saturday 7:00 PM – Alanon/8:00 PM - AA 
Sunday 7:45 AM – Eucharist 

9:00 AM –Sunday School 
10:00 AM - Koinonia 
10:30 AM – Eucharist 

PRAYERS FOR GOD’S HEALING PRESENCE 
MEMBERS 
Ken & Phyllis Zimmerman Leo Daly Hedwig Hunsicker  
Michael McDonough John Shelsky Scott & Jane Owens 
Don & Pat Miller Nancy Patton Dr. Janet Harriger 
The Lehman family Joann Peck   Harry Himelwright  
Donna Wolf & Family Shelly Family Mary Lou Shaab 
Stan & Pat Seachrist Donna Zirkel  Carmen & Jerry Richards 
Rev. Dave & Mid Gockley Sam Minder III Lainie Christensen 
Rev. Bob & Nancy Musser Hank Fox   Pastor Harry Royer 
Betty Tyndall and family  Mary Witmer  Bob & Marlyn Wible 
Rev. Bob & Judie Bistline  Erika Otthofer  Kathleen Sensenig Adams 
Rev. Jere & Judy Chapman Ron Becker Danielle Huggins Holbein 



Joann & Dawn Garvin The Fischer Family Dr. Blaine Connor 

FAMILY & FRIENDS 
The family of Charles Booraem  
The family of Bill Zahm (brother of Phyllis Zimmerman) 
The family of Larry Gerlach (brother of Dolly Barr) 
Annette Stork (niece of Pat Sensenig) 
Logan Davis (husband of Hillary Bossert-Davis) 
Jean Weglarz (neighbor of Rev. Bob & Judie Bistline) 
Dan Doughton  (Family friend of John and Sarah Paulukow) 
Melby Bush (friend of Joan Sensenig) 
Harvey & Dianne Sick (friends of Judy Chapman) 
Aaron Flickinger (nephew of Pat & Joan Sensenig) 
Deb Olley Heagy (daughter of Jack & Karen Olley) 
The Haverstick Family (friends of Mike & Shelley Wagner) 
Tom Riley (friend of Bud McCarty) 
Rev. Loy Garber (former seminarian) 
Roland Anderson and family (friends of John & Kayla Brennan) 
Jaden Allen (nephew of Carol Kratz) 
Gina McCarty (daughter-in-law of Bud & Kathy McCarty) 
The Bruno family (friends of Blaine Connor) 
Jessica Brown  (niece of Mike & Shelley Wagner) 
Janice Zimmerman (sister of Ken Zimmerman) 
John Martin (brother-in-law of Dolly & John Barr) 
Kelly Quick (friend of Rev. Dr. Rich & Lainie Christensen) 
Marianne Gibble (friend of Trinity) 
James Malone & family 
Tom & Elaine Lichtenwalner (parents of Mike Lichtenwalner) 
Janet Owens (sister-in-law of Scott & Jane Owens) 
Chad Zirkel (son of Donna Zirkel) 
Jordan Sensenig (grandson of Pat & Joan Sensenig),  
Don Pfeifer (husband of Denise Pfeifer) 
Jake & Jean Otthofer (parents of Dan Otthofer) 
The Martin family   
Robert Richards (brother of Jerry Richards) 
Ronald Himelwright (grandson of Brenda & Harry Himelwright) 
Barry Richards(son of Jerry & Carmen Richards) 
Tyler Miller (grandson of Iris DeMaio) 
Joan Kalbach (mother of Dr. Cathy Hoshauer) 
Jim & Kathy Long (friends of Jerry & Carmen Richards) 
John Siebern  (Bob Siever’s brother-in-law) 
Jo Jo Richards & family (Carmen & Jerry’s granddaughter-in-law) 



THE JANUARY PARISH POST is available in the information racks on both 
floors of the church building. 

DEVOTIONALS: The January-March edition of These Days are available on 
the table across from the church office or on the lower level by the portico 
entrance. 

2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available on the table across from the 
church office.  Please help us by delivering envelopes to some of our 
homebound members! 

GRIEF GROUPS: Prior to the pandemic, Pastor Chris was hoping to form 
some small groups to look at issues of grief.  Please contact him or Carol 
Kratz if you are interested in participating in one of the groups! 

KOINONIA/SUNDAYMORNING FELLOWSHIP: We have resumed koinonia 
(community fellowship) every Sunday at 10 a.m. in Isenberg Hall.   
Volunteers are asked to provide light refreshments and drinks/coffee.  The 
sign-up sheet is on the kitchen coordinator.  If you have any questions, 
contact Paula Dennes.  Coffee is always available between 7:45 service and 
Sunday School. 

THERE IS A SIGN-UP SHEET ON THE TABLE ACROSS FROM THE OFFICE! 

PRAYER SHAWL The Prayer Shawl will meet Tuesday, January 16 from 
1:00-3:00 PM.  They will continue to meet on the third Tuesday of each 
month!  Come and bring a friend. Hope to see many of you there!    Contact 
Betty Tyndall for more information. 



LEADERSHIP SEMINAR: The Pastor/Parish Committee is working with the 
Samaritan Counseling Center to provide a leadership seminar on effective 
communication to be held on Saturday, February 3 (snow date is February 
10).  This is for members of Consistory and the various committees/boards.   
We are planning to meet in Isenberg Hall at 9:00 a.m. and will be finished by 
noon.  Look for the sign-up sheet across from the church office and watch for 
more details in the bulletins and the February Parish Post.   

CALLED TO CARE MINISTRY:  The Evangelism Committee is in need of 
more volunteers to provide meals for our members!  If you are interested, 
speak with Pastor Chris! 

2023 CELEBRATION: Join us after the 10:30 service on January 28 for a 
luncheon and celebration of our ministry in 2023.  The Parish Life Committee 
is planning a short program as we look back over the past year in our annual 
reports and through a video slideshow.  Look for more details about the 
luncheon in the bulletins.  A sign-up sheet is available on the table across 
from the church office.  

COMMUNITY MEAL ANNOUNCEMENT: A community meal will be held at First 
Reformed in Lancaster on January 23rd.  There is a signup sheet on the table 
outside the church office for donations.  All contributions must be delivered to our 
church by Sunday, January 21.  Additionally, folks are welcome to donate grocery 
gift cards that can be used to supply community meals. 

LIFE LINE SCREENING, the nation’s leading provider of preventive health 
screenings, will offer affordable, non-invasive and painless health screenings 
at Trinity United Church of Christ on Saturday, March 2, 2024. A package of 
four screenings to identify risk for stroke, heart disease and other chronic 
conditions will be offered: Carotid Artery Screening (Plaque), Peripheral 
Arterial Disease Screening  Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA), Atrial 
Fibrillation.  These 4 vital screenings take 60-90 minutes to 
complete.  Register by calling toll free 1-844-591-7160, text the word "circle" 
to 216-279-1607 or online at https://llsa.social/ 

https://llsa.social/HSC


2024 CHANCEL FLOWERS AND WORSHIP AID SPONSORS: Upcoming 
dates for worship aids are: January 21, February 4, 11, 18 & 25.  Upcoming 
dates for Chancel Flowers are January 21, February 4, 18 & 25.  The price for 
flowers is $60.  The price for worship aids is $26. Look for the charts on the 
bulletin board in the narthex or call Carol in the church office. 

8 sub certificates are left! 



U.C.C. MISSION MOMENT 
January 14, 2024/Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
Known and Loved 

“In a real sense all life is inter-related. All men are caught in an inescapable 
network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects 
one directly, affects all indirectly. I can never be what I ought to be until you 
are what you ought to be, and you can never be what you ought to be until I 
am what I ought to be... 
This is the inter-related structure of reality.” - Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Letter from Birmingham Jail 

This week includes Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. The day will be celebrated 
in many secular settings like schools and businesses. It’s also important to 
honor this day in church, as we celebrate King’s call to ministry and the 
church and faith that formed his thought and action. 

In the above short quote from King’s classic and powerful, Letter from 
Birmingham Jail, he takes his fellow pastors to task for their unwillingness 
to advocate on behalf of the civil rights movement. He asks them to imagine 
what would be possible if Christians spoke with one voice against injustice 
and hatred.  

That same impulse is behind the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, which 
began more than a century ago when friends corresponded about their 
longing for unity across the lines that too often divide those who profess to 
follow the same Christ. One of the friends suggested a day to pray for unity 
and the other responded that it would be even more powerful to expand that 
day to an “octave” or eight holy days. The original octave was founded by two 
Episcopalians, Father Paul, and Mother Lurana. During this week, all 
Christians are called to reflect on scriptures, pray for unity within the faith 
and participate in communal services together.  

From Martin Luther King, Jr. in the American South, to Mother Lurana in 
the British countryside, listen! Can you hear the voices of our ancestors in 
faith? They are calling, commanding us to pray, move and act together for 
peace. 
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