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EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
7:45 A M. SERVICE

Today’s Theme: Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all
who are occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus
urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who
have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and
are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.”
To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the
encouragement of God’s word.

Welcome all visitors! We welcome all who worship with us. May the joy of
Christ’s presence and the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with peace and
hope! We are honored by your presence and trust that you will join us in
the praise and worship of God. Please sign our guest book in the narthex.
If you are interested in church membership, please give your name and
telephone number to Pastor Rankin. Welcome to the Eucharist! All who
seek to follow Jesus and who seek the gifts Jesus offers us are invited to
share in this sacrament of Holy Communion. Children are invited to receive
communion at the discretion of their parents/guardians. If a child wants to
receive a blessing, they are asked to fold their hands.

Prayer As You Enter: Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and
the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what 1s worth loving, to reject what
Is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS



(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE)

CALL TO WORSHIP
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM AND INVITATION TO THE TABLE
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Listen to all who are fleeing from the Holy One; God is calling us; God
has called us together.
O give thanks to God, for God is good; God’s steadfast love endures
forever.
Set your mind on things that are above. Put to death your earthly
disobedience.
God leads us to a new identity, to new life. We seek renewal in the
image of our Creator.
In the Acts of the Apostles we read that as the church was gathered,
often 1in the homes of believers, Christians devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and community, to the breaking of bread, and to
prayers.
Jesus Christ, the Bread of Life, we gather at your table to know you
in the breaking of the bread.
In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. Come to the banquet.

CONFESSION OF SINS
CALL TO CONFESSION
Jesus said: You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, but we fear the Spirit’s power.

Let us confess our slowness to embrace the new life of the Spirit.
(SEATED OR KNEELING)

SILENT CONFESSION OF SINS
CONFESSION OF SIN

Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of
baptism and confess our sin.
Gracious God, we come to you for healing and life. QOur sins hurt
others and diminish us; we confess them to you. Our lives bear the
scars of sin; we bring these also to you. Show us your mercy, O God.
Bind up our wounds, forgive us our sins, and free us to love, for the
sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.




KYRIE

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON

We who once were far off have been brought near to God through the
cross of Jesus Christ. May God grant you grace to forgive one another as
God in Christ has forgiven you. Amen.

(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE)

ACT OF PRAISE

O God, open my lips.
And my mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

COLLECT FOR THE EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Let us pray the collect together.

Loving Lord, open our hearts this day, as we proclaim your holy
word. As we offer praise and thanksgiving, in response to your
abundant acts of love, challenge us to seek the values of heaven over
the trappings of this world. May the words we experience this day
call us to a rich relationship with you, as we learn to live out the
calling of our baptism, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(PLEASE BE SEATED)

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN

THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST LESSON Hosea 11:1-11

Hosea compares God'’s love for Israel to the love parents have for their children.
Whether teaching toddlers to walk or dealing with a child’s rebellion, good parents
continue to love their children as they try to lead them to life. In the same say,
God'’s love will not let Israel go.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!




THE PSALTER Psalm 107:1-9, 43
“Give thanks to the Lord, because God is good, God’s love is eternal!”
Repeat these words in praise to the Lord, all you whom God has saved.

God has rescued you from your enemies and has brought you back from
foreign countries, from east and west, from north and south. Some
wandered in the trackless desert and could not find their way to a city to
live in.

They were hungry and thirsty and had given up all hope. Then in their
trouble they called to the Lord, and God saved them from their distress.

God led them by a straight road to a city where they could live. They
must thank the Lord for God’s constant love, for the wonderful things
God did for them. God satisfies those who are thirsty and fills the hungry
with good things.

Some were living in gloom and darkness, prisoners suffering in chains,
because they had rebelled against the commands of Almighty God and
had rejected God’s instructions. May those who are wise think about
these things; may they consider the Lord’s constant love.

THE SECOND LESSON Colossians 3:1-11

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly
baptized shed their old clothes in order to put on new garments, so Christians are
called to let go of greed and take hold of a life shaped by God'’s love in Christ.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE)

THE HOLY GOSPEL St. Luke 12:13-21

In God'’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn
against identifying the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather
than one’s relationship with God.

Glory be to You, O Lord.

THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD
Praise be to You, O Christ.

(PLEASE BE SEATED)
SERMON "Supersized or Downsized" Rev. Esbenshade

(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE)



NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from
true God, begotten not made, of one Being with the Father; through him
all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and
became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified, and has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PEOPLE’S OFFERING
OFFERING DEDICATION
Help us, O God, to give enough of ourselves and our substance every day
that we will not be tempted to embrace the idolatry of greed. We here
dedicate not just our offerings but all we possess to causes far greater
than our own security. Before all our attachments require larger barns,
help us to reflect on how they might be better used by others than stored
by us. Thank you for the opportunity to share. In Christ’s name. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to God Most High.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. From everlasting
to everlasting, you have revealed your mighty presence to us. Have we
not heard? Have we not known? In the beginning, you swept across
the earth with your Spirit of life and renewal. When we forgot or
neglected your truth, you redeemed us and renewed us. From the
earth’s first gardens to the mountaintop storms, you have spoken to
us, and entrusted us to be your people. From laws on tablets to
warnings from prophets, you have spoken your truth and renewed
your covenant with us, reviving us and reclaiming us through your
grace and love. And so, with your people on earth, with all of creation,
and with all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of
your glory, O God, Most High. Blessed is the one who comes in the
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest!

Holy are you and blessed is your holy name. In the fullness of time,
you sent your son, Jesus Christ to reveal your powerful love for the
world. Healing and teaching, proclaiming and prophesying, welcoming
any and all, Christ continues to reveal your presence, renewing our
souls even now. Through Christ’s powerful love and endless grace, we
are invited into your presence, rescued from our sins, and led onto
your path of justice and righteousness. In Christ’s grace, you renew
and reclaim us as your holy people, children of mercy and truth. As
children of your covenant of love, sealed by water and the Spirit,
welcome now with joy and gratitude, remembering how Jesus shared
bread and wine, renewing and reviving the lives of his closest friends,
his most faithful disciples, even as they faced their deepest fears and

their greatest sins.
(PLEASE BE SEATED)

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

THE PRAYER OF OUR LORD
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.



BREAKING OF THE HOST & POURING OF THE CUP
As this grain was once scattered in the fields, and has come together in
one bread, so we, with different needs and hopes, come together as
one, for we share one bread.

The Bread of Life, broken for us.

The cup which we share is the cup of the New Covenant written in our
hearts and witnessed by Jesus.
The Cup of Blessing, poured out for us and for the many.

(Those who wish to come forward will be invited by the pastor. The pastor
will serve you the host, saying, “The Body of Christ.” You reply, “Amen!”
The assistant will present you with the cup, saying, “The Blood of Christ.”
You reply, “Amen!” Grape juice is in the chalice with the cross and wine is
in the other chalice. If you need the pastor and assistant to come to you,
please indicate that to someone near you or the pastor. If you do not wish
to come forward, you are invited to use the packaged elements in the
narthex and commune in your pew. The pastor will offer a blessing
everyone has communed. Children are invited to receive communion at
the discretion of their parents/guardians. If a child wants to receive a
blessing, they are asked to fold their hands.)

(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE)

POST COMMUNION PRAYERS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in
prayer.

O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, bring
reconciliation and healing. Guide the work of theologians, Sunday school
teachers, seminary professors, and all who provide instruction for the building
up of your church. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O God, you are the source of life. Where creation cries out in distress, bring
relief and renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, distributors, and all who provide
our food. Nourish the land and all it habitants. Merciful God, receive our
prayer.



O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for peace,
bring justice. Strengthen those who toil for the welfare of others, especially
military personnel, police, first responders, and activists, and for the healing
of the nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-ness of
life, bring encouragement. Accompany all who experience emotional, mental,
or physical distress. Renew us at your table of mercy. Merciful God, receive
our prayer.

O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church,
bring abundance and vitality. Guide the work of church councils and
committees and give them clarity for the work of ministry in this place.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

SILENT PRAYER
Let us pray together.
Loving God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your
presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table.
Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our heart,
serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have
made; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

CLOSE OF WORSHIP

BENEDICTION

+ CATCH THE VISION & SHARE THE JOY +

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Chancel Flowers are given by Jackey Hoover in memory of my
husband Nowell’s birthday, August 6th.

The Worship Aids are given by Pete & Anita Rohrer in honor of my friend
Elene Keares, and her upcoming birthday.

Money Counters: Diane Rice, Karen Olley, George DeLong, Jodi Keller,
Denise Pfeiffer

Building Trustee: Pat Sensenig Lector: Rev. Sandy Morris



Altar Guild: Charlene Christy and Karen Olley

Happy Birthday!
Monday — Paige Martin
Tuesday — Ron Denlinger, Rev. Thomas Busteed
Thursday — Carole Connor, Elene Keares
Friday — Larry Brown, Kelsey Minnich Burgo

Attendance for Sun., July 24 8:00-15 10:30-45 TOTAL -60

This Week at Trinity Church
(Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m.-2 p.m.)
Saturday 7:00 PM — Alanon/8:00 PM - AA
Sunday 7:45 AM — Eucharist

9:30 AM — Eucharist

PASTOR’S VACATION: Pastor Chris will be on vacation through August
3. The clergy members of Trinity Church are covering while Pastor Chris
and family are away. The Rev. Sandy Morris will be covering pastoral

emergencies July 29-August 3. You can reach Rev. Morris at 717-385-
1588.

Today we welcome the Rev. Jack Esbenshade, a member of Trinity
Church, as our guest preacher. Rev. Esbenshade, a graduate of
Lancaster Theological Seminary, was ordained on June 6, 1971. He
currently chairs our Stewardship Committee, serves on the Pastor Parish
Committee, and leads our adult VBS Class. Rev. Esbenshade has served
the following ministries:

2017 Interim Visitation Pastor, Trinity U.C.C., East Petersburg
2010-12 Interim Associate Pastor, Hamilton Park U.C.C., Lancaster
1991-10 Administrator/Executive Director, Ephrata Manor

1990-91 Assistant Administrator, The Lebanon Valley Home, Annville
1978-90 Pastor, Church of the Redeemer U.C.C., Hershey

1973-78 Pastor, St. Luke’s U.C.C., Lancaster

1971-73 Pastor, Tri-U.C.C. Parish, Penn Northeast Conference



PRAYER CONCERNS: The family of Anna Sebulsky (sister of
Rosemary Minder), the family of Bill Wolfskill ( brother of Betsy
Bailey), Donna Zirkel, Pat Seachrist, Don & Pat Miller, Brian Barr
(son of John & Dolly Barr), Sam Minder III, Marlin “Moe” Weaver
(brother of Dottie Schadt), Betty Cox (Preschool Teacher), Jane
Portser, Carole Connor, Rev. Bob & Nancy Musser, Rylan Brent
(relative of Chuck & Sue Husted), Hank Fox, Rev. Jere & Judy
Chapman, Tom & Elaine Lichtenwalner (parents of Mike
Lichtenwalner), Dick & Sheryl Bell (friends of Pat & Stan Seachrist),
Don Pfeifer (husband of Denise Pfeifer), Bob Kilgore, the Lehman
family, Judy Barr (friend of Mike & Shelley Wagner), Sheldon Paulus
(son-in-law of Chuck & Sue Husted), Joann Garvin, Herb Charles,
Rev. Phyllis Baum, Jake & Jean Otthofer (parents of Dan
Otthofer),Rev. Paul Eyer (former pastor of St. Luke’s), Danielle
Huggins Holbein, Gina McCarty (daughter-in-law of Bud & Kathy
McCarty), Mary Witmer, Mark & Mary Anne Ritter (friends of the
Paulukows), Patrick & Mel(nephew of Marianne Gibble & his wife),
the Martin family, Robert Richards (brother of Jerry Richards),
Hillary Brennan (mother of John Brennan), Jim Newcomer (cousin of
Sandy DeLong), David & Ann Potts (friends of Brenda & Harry
Himelwright), Pete & Nora Petrosky (friends of Dr. Cathy Hoshauer),
Lynn Dull, Hilma Slechta (mother of Mike Slechta), Chad Zirkel (son
of Donna Zirkel), Ronald Himelwright (grandson of Brenda & Harry
Himelwright), Barry Richards(son of Jerry & Carmen Richards), Tyler
Miller (grandson of Iris DeMaio), Joan Kalbach (mother of Dr. Cathy
Hoshauer), Nancy Patton, Gary Reynolds (friend of Mike & Shelley
Wagner), Phyllis Zimmerman, Chris Rice (nephew of Diane Rice &
Karen Olley), Jaimie & Aurora Commero (friends of Sarah Paulukow),
Jim & Kathy Long (friends of Jerry & Carmen Richards), John
Siebern (Bob Siever’s brother-in-law), Carl Roth (Gretchen Leinbach’s
brother), Rev. Frank Lantz, Lainie Christensen, Sandra Englert (niece
of Betty Tyndall), Charles & Betty Booraem, Betty Tyndall and family,
Dorothy Fasnacht, Jo Jo Richards & family (Carmen & Jerry’s
granddaughter-in-law), Bob & Marlyn Wible, Barry Moore (Donna &
Ron Denlinger’s brother-in-law), Jordan Sensenig (grandson of Pat &
Joan Sensenig), Judy Wisniewski (sister of Chuck Husted), Doris
Leaman, Judie Bistline, and the Bonilla-Rodriguez family (friends of
Trinity Church).



THE JULY-AUGUST PARISH POST is available on both floors of the
church building.

NURSERY COORDINATOR NEEDED: We are hoping to revitalize our
nursery care during the second service. The Board of Elders is looking
for someone to contact volunteers and create a schedule. If you are
interested, contact Pastor Rankin, Tim Geiger, Jeff Hackenberger, Donna
Denlinger, Karen Olley, Kathy McCarty, or George DeLong.

NEW MEMBERS: Are you interested in joining Trinity U.C.C.? Do you
know of someone looking for a church home? Please speak to Pastor
Chris about joining our congregation.

2022 CHANCEL FLOWERS AND WORSHIP AID SPONSORS
Contact Carol in the church office to sign-up for chancel flowers and
worship aids for 2022. The price for flowers 1s $60. The price for
worship aids 1s $26. Upcoming dates for chancel flowers are: August

14 & 28. Upcoming dates for worship aids are: September 4, 11, 18
& 25.

DEVOTIONALS: The July-September edition of These Days are
available on the table across from the church office or on the lower level
by the portico entrance.

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: We are looking for worship volunteers on
Sunday mornings. Contact the church office to sign-up!

Greeters: To welcome worshippers at the door for the second service.

Ushers: Beginning in June, we will return to passing the offering plate
during the second service. We are in need of a few more ushers to
complete our teams.

Lectors: Assist with the worship service or to just read the scripture
lessons at the 8:00 a.m. and/or 10:30 a.m. services.

PRESCHOOL SUB FUNDRAISER: There are still 11 Sub Coupons for S.
Clyde Weavers available at $8.00 each. Please contact the church
secretary to purchase them.



Trinity Sunday School is Calling You!

Teacher Positions are available at ALL Levels
starting in the Fall 2022

Elementary, Middle/High School, and Adult
Join the team. Be a part of Christian
Education.

No experience necessary. Training and
mentors are available, if desired.

The only real qualification is to like learning
and sharing of the Bible with others.

Proverbs 22:6

English Standard Version
® Train up a child in the way he should go;
even when he is old he will not depart from it

PICNIC SCHEDULE le[&wd/up,fm&é é‘,fm ‘Il_irll\zallslllﬁte

2:00 Set up by Picnic Committee ;
(park in rear of

3:00 Welcome Table- Pick up your . :
Name tag and handout for the fire station)
Hymn Sing; Examine the guessing A
games and the schedule for the A

day; Pick up your Icebreaker Bingo ‘ —
Card and a Pen; Place your Food . o

items on the appropriate tables. W l&
W

3:30 Hymn Sing - Gretchen

Leinbach AUGUST 21 - 3:00-7:00

4:00 Announcements, Prayer and Enjoy the food!

4:45 Icebreaker Bingo - completion/award prizes

5:00 Cake Walk. Announcement of Guessing Games winners - Anne.

Desserts become available.
5:30 Games begin:Brain Teaser Trivia - Cathy Bingo - Cherie/Denise, Face the Cookie Game - Cathy,
Water balloon Toss - Kayla, Dress Up Relay - Cherie/Denise. Prizes for game winners awarded.

Bocce Ball; Corn hole; Ladder Ball; Word Puzzles - all available throughout the picnic.

7:00 Clean-Up
Look for the sign-up sheet on the table across from the church office.
There is also a sign-up sheet for the cake walk at the church picnic.
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MT. GRETNA BIBLE FESTIVAL2022.

All Programs are in the Historic Tabernacle « 3™ 5t. & Glossbrenner Ave.
Parking GPS Address: 41 Boulevard St, Mt. Gretna PA 17064

Mt‘ @I‘etpa Tabemacle Please visit MtGretnaTabernacle.org for any program cancellations.

A freewill offering will be received at each program.

Summer at the Tabernacdle | Worship, Speakers and Concerts

ALL PROGRAMS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE Updates will be posted on our website and Facebook page
July 31 Sunday 7 p.m. Concert

Massed Choir Composer Joe Martin will direct over 150 voices ina
joyous Sunday concert. Sponsored by Losers Music, Inc. and Cornwall Manor

1892

August 14 Sunday 7 p.m. Concert

Men in Harmony

directed by Nathan

Minnich. An all volunteer
August 3 Wednesday 7 p.m. Hymn Sing men's chorus of 20+ voices.
Hymn Sing led by Bob Kettering and Dr. Rod Shearer. (ongregation favorites Their musical repertoire
from the Celebration Hymnal includes sacred, classical,

gospel, spirituals, hymn
tunes, and patriotic songs.

August 6 Saturday 7 p.m. Concert

Handbell Festival Ringing to the praise and glory of God, under the
direction of Dr. Shawn Gingrich. Sponsored by Albright Life.

August 21 Sunday 7 p.m. Concert

The Susquehanna Chorale One of the premier choral groups in the nation, directed
AUSUSt 7 SUﬂdaY 7 p.m. Concert c by Linda Tedford, makes its traditional late summer appearance. Sponsored by University Music

Michael Faircloth recording artist, Christian concert pianist and Service of Hershey

pianist/accompanist for The National Christian Choir will present a piano concert ‘\;h

August 10 Wednesday
7 p.m. Concert
Brothers in Grace Gospel Quartet

Music Group presentation with a unique Southern Gospel
style. Sponsored by JoAnn Thomas Show

August 28 Sunday
7 p.m. Concert
QuintEssentially Brass =
A quintet with engaging personalities
and sparkling instrumental
performances ends another season.
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Come anduhear a special presentation sponsored by .W.O.
(Trinity Women's Organization)

Rev. Dr. Rich Christensen, author of

“Learning to See: A Memoir of Southern

Africa”, shares the highlights of his

experiences teaching in the African

§ nation of Botswana. Experience new
- freedom as he shares how his time in

Africa opened his eyes to what God is
doing in His church despite difficult
circumstances. He saw that relationships are
what save us, that the salvation of God in Christ
is not merely personal and individual, but
communal, and that we are thus more dependent
upon one another than we realize. Don’t miss out,
come and join us!

Trinity United Church of Christ
2340 State St,
East Petersburg, PA
717-569-1632

Learning to See: A Memoir of
Southern Africa by Rev. Dr. Rich
Christensen

You can purchase book at either Amazon.com

or wipfandstock.com

Dr. Christensen will have books to sell at this event!!



JULY 31, 2022 (C) PROPER 13
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

FIRST LESSON. Hosea 11:1-11

When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt | called my son. The more | called
them, the more they went from me; they kept sacrificing to the Baals, and offering incense
to idols. Yet it was | who taught Ephraim to walk, | took them up in my arms; but they did
not know that | healed them. I led them with cords of human kindness, with bands of love.
| was to them like those who lift infants to their cheeks. | bent down to them and fed them.
They shall return to the land of Egypt, and Assyria shall be their king, because they have
refused to return to me. The sword rages in their cities, it consumes their oracle-priests,
and devours because of their schemes. My people are bent on turning away from me.
To the Most High they call, but he does not raise them up at all. How can | give you up,
Ephraim? How can | hand you over, O Israel? How can | make you like Admah? How can |
treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my compassion grows warm and ten-
der. | will not execute my fierce anger; | will not again destroy Ephraim; for | am God and
no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, and | will not come in wrath.They shall go after the
Lorp, who roars like a lion; when he roars, his children shall come trembling from the west.
They shall come trembling like birds from Egypt, and like doves from the land of Assyria;
and | will return them to their homes, says the Lorb.

SECOND LESSON. Colossians 3:1-11

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is,
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things
that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ
who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. Put to death,
therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed
(which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are dis-
obedient. These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. But
now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive lan-
guage from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the
old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no
longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and
free; but Christ is all and in all!

GOSPEL. Luke 12:13-21

Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheri-
tance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over
you?” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for
one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a para-
ble: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should
| do, for | have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘Il will do this: | will pull down my
barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods. And | will say
to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’
But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the
things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures
for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

From the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ %
in the US.A.
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