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Celebrating 175 Years: Honoring Our Heritage, Moving Forward in Faith! 
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST/HARVEST HOME SUNDAY 

7:45 A.M. SERVICE 
Today’s Theme: Our readings during November speak of the end times.  
Zephaniah proclaims that the coming day of the Lord will be filled with wrath and 
distress.   Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake 
and sober.  Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while 
we still have time, for the greater and common good.  In a world filled with 
violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope-word, water, bread, and 
wine-eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us. 

Welcome all visitors!  We welcome all who worship with us.  May the joy of Christ’s 
presence and the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with peace and hope!  We are 
honored by your presence and trust that you will join us in the praise and worship 
of God.  Please sign our guest book in the narthex.  If you are interested in church 
membership, please give your name and telephone number to Pastor Rankin.  

Welcome to the Eucharist!  All who seek to follow Jesus and who seek the gifts 
Jesus offers us are invited to share in this sacrament of Holy Communion. 
Children are invited to receive communion at the discretion of their 
parents/guardians.  If a child wants to receive a blessing, they are asked to fold 
their hands. 
Prayer As You Enter: Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and 
all its peoples, and you give us all that you have.  Inspire us to serve you with 
justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.   



PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM AND INVITATION TO THE TABLE
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
Lift up your eyes, seeking to know your God.  Attune your spirit to the One in 
whom we dwell. 

God’s love surrounds us here today.  God calls us to be children of light. 
We belong to the day when we have faith.  We live confidently in the hope of 
salvation. 

We seek to be faithful to the best we know.  We want to invest the talents 
God gives us. 

As we come to the table of God’s heavenly feast, let us prepare our hearts anew 
to be in communion with one another and the risen Christ. 

We come, ready to partake of bread and cup; ready to commune with one 
another and with the living God. 

Jesus invites you to this table.  Come, eat, and live. 

CONFESSION OF SINS
CALL TO CONFESSION    
Let us confess our sins to God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love.     

(SEATED OR KNEELING) 

SILENT CONFESSION OF SINS 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.  

Steadfast and faithful God, you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail 
to follow you.  We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering.  We 
are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others.  For the harm we have 
caused, known and unknown, forgive us.  For the unjust demands we place 
on others and your creation, forgive us.  For the ways we turn away from you 
and our neighbor, forgive us.  Lead us back to you and set us on the right 
path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.   Amen. 



KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.    
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.   

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 

ADORATION AND PRAISE
ACT OF PRAISE     
O God, open my lips. 

And my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

COLLECT FOR THE TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Let us pray the collect together. 
Amazing God, who entrusts to us the management of the earth, help us to 
appreciate and value the talents you have given us, using them for the benefit 
of all your children, that many of us may grow in faith, hope, and love to the 
end that all will dwell in your realm of light; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 (PLEASE BE SEATED) 

THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST LESSON       Zephaniah 1:7,12-18 
Zephaniah (like the prophet Amos in last week’s first reading) presents the day of the Lord as one 
of judgment and wrath.  Descriptions of the last day in the New Testament include details taken 
from Old Testament accounts of the day of the Lord. 

Be silent before the Lord God, for the day of the Lord is at hand!  The Lord has 
prepared a sacrifice; he has consecrated his guests. 

At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people 
who settle like dregs in wine, those who say in their hearts, “The LORD will not 
do good, nor will he do harm.”  Their wealth shall be plundered and their 
houses laid waste.  Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. 

The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the 
day of the LORD is bitter; the warrior cries aloud there.  That day will be a day 



of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of 
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast 
and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.  I 
will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because 
they have sinned against the LORD, their blood shall be poured out like dust 
and their flesh like dung.  Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save 
them on the day of the LORD’s wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth 
shall be consumed, for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants 
of the earth. 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 

THE PSALTER    Psalm 90:1-12 
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
Before the mountains were brought forth or ever you had formed the earth and 
the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

You turn us back to dust and say, “Turn back, you mortals.” 
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past or like a 
watch in the night. 

You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the 
morning; 
In the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and 
withers. 

For we are consumed by your anger; by your wrath we are overwhelmed. 
You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your 
countenance. 

For all our days pass away under your wrath; our years come to an end like a 
sigh. 
The days of our life are seventy years or perhaps eighty, if we are strong; 
even then their span is only toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly 
away. 

Who considers the power of your anger?  Your wrath is as great as the fear that 
is due you. 
So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart. 



THE SECOND LESSON    1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully in the here 
and now as we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                    St. Matthew 25:14-30 
Jesus tells a parable about his second coming, indicating that it is not sufficient merely to maintain 
things as they are.  Those who await his return should make good use of gifts that God has 
provided them. 

Glory be to You, O Lord.  
THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD 

Praise be to You, O Christ. 
(PLEASE BE SEATED) 

SERMON  “Risky Stewardship”      Pastor Rankin 

(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from true God, begotten 
not made, of one Being with the Father;  through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 
Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became fully human.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshipped 
and glorified, and has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 



PEOPLE’S OFFERING
OFFERING DEDICATION   
There is no escape from your judgment, O God, but neither can we flee beyond 
your limitless love.  We offer an accounting of our stewardship in and beyond 
the offering of this day.  Reshape our lives for joyous, responsive participation 
in work that builds up the body of Christ.  Use what we offer here to bring 
encouragement and hope to many who have lost a sense of meaning for their 
lives.  Bless us and our offerings as we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them up to the Lord! 
Let us give thanks to God Most High.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Holy God, our loving Creator, close to us as breathing and distant as the 
farthest star, we thank you for your constant love for all you have made.  We 
thank you for all that sustains life, for all people of faith in every generation 
who have given themselves to your will, and especially for Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent from your own being as our Savior.  We praise you for 
Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection, and for the calling forth of your 
church for its mission in the world.  Gifted by the presence of your Holy 
Spirit, we offer ourselves to you as we unite our voices with the entire family 
of your faithful people everywhere. 
Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your 
glory, O God, Most High.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord.  Hosanna in the highest! 

 (PLEASE BE SEATED) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

THE PRAYER OF OUR LORD 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 



BREAKING OF THE HOST & POURING OF THE CUP 
As this grain was once scattered in the fields, and has come together in one 
bread, so we, with different needs and hopes, come together as one, for we 
share one bread. 
 The Bread of Life, broken for us. 
The cup which we share is the cup of the New Covenant written in our 
hearts and witnessed by Jesus. 

The Cup of Blessing, poured out for us and for the many. 
(Those who wish to come forward will be invited by the pastor.  The pastor will 
serve you the host, saying, “The Body of Christ.”  You reply, “Amen!”  The 
assistant will present you with the cup, saying, “The Blood of Christ.”  You reply, 
“Amen!” Grape juice is in the chalice with the cross and wine is in the other 
chalice.  If you need the pastor and assistant to come to you, please indicate that 
to someone near you or the pastor.  If you do not wish to come forward, you are 
invited to use the packaged elements in the narthex and commune in your pew.  
The pastor will offer a blessing everyone has communed. Children are invited to 
receive communion at the discretion of their parents/guardians.  If a child wants 
to receive a blessing, they are asked to fold their hands.) 

(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 

POST COMMUNION PRAYERS 
The Lord be with you.    

 And also with you.     
Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 

Gracious God, you give talents and gifts to all your people, and you equip the 
church to serve.  Turn us from fear and self-serving ways, that we use our 
talents to glorify you and encourage our neighbor.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy 
is great. 

You have been our dwelling place from one generation to another.  Sustain the 
life of the planet; protect farmlands and harvests.  Direct all people in wise 
stewardship of all the earth’s resources.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

You call us to honesty and integrity.  Instill these values in the hearts of all 
nations and their leaders.  Free any who are oppressed, expose all corruption, 
and bring redemption to victims of injustice.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 
great. 



We pray for the faith formation ministries of our church.  Give to all children, 
youth, and adults who study your word the breastplate of faith and love.  Shape 
us by your love and show us how to encourage one another.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

You teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.  Where there is 
sickness or sorrow, bring healing, and where there is loneliness, reveal your 
love in community.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

SILENT PRAYER 

Let us pray together. 
Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, 
the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather 
the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied.  In 
Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen. 

CLOSE OF WORSHIP 
BENEDICTION 

CATCH THE VISION & SHARE THE JOY
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chancel Flowers  are given  by Cherie Cataldi in honor of my wonderful 
mom, June Price. You are so loved and missed by so many, and live on in our 
hearts and our delightful memories. 

The Worship Aids are given  by the Hambrick-Stowes to the Glory of God and for 
the gift of music in celebration of Rachel’s and Andrew’s upcoming choral 
concerts. 

Ministering Today  
Pastor   Rev. Dr. Christopher Rankin 
Lector   Jeff Hackenberger 
Money Counters Diane Rice, Karen Olley, George DeLong, Jodi Keller, 

Denise Pfeiffer 
Altar Guild Nancy Enders, Anita Rohrer, Charlene Cristy 
Building Trustee  Pat Sensenig 
Koinonia Paula Dennes 
Ministries   Card  Preschool  Called to Care Anne Rankin 

Visitation Noreen Trostle 



Happy Birthday 
Today – Donna Zirkel, Sean McKelvey 
Tuesday – Diane Minnich 
Wednesday – Rev. Bob Bistline 
Thursday – Naomi Brian 
Friday - Elinor Nicholas 

Attendance for Sun., November 12 7:45–17   10:30–82   TOTAL – 99 
Christian Education  19 

This Week at Trinity Church 
(Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m.-2 p.m.) 

No Preschool November 22nd-27th. 
Monday 7:00 PM – Choir/8:15 Bells 
Tuesday 1:00 PM – Prayer Shawl 

6:00 PM-Board of Deacons 
7:00 PM - Consistory 

Wednesday 7:00 PM – Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Thursday THANKSGIVING – Office Closed 
Saturday  7:00 PM – Alanon/8:00 PM - AA 
Sunday 7:45 AM – Eucharist 

9:00 AM – Sunday School 
10:00 AM - Koinonia 
10:30 AM – Eucharist 

PRAYERS FOR GOD’S HEALING PRESENCE 
MEMBERS 
Ken & Phyllis Zimmerman Ron Becker  Scott & Jane Owens 
Hedwig Hunsicker Janice Jenkins John Shelsky 
Don & Pat Miller Nancy Patton Dr. Janet Harriger 
The Lehman family Joann Peck   Harry Himelwright 
Donna Wolf & Family Shelly Family Mary Lou Shaab 
Stan & Pat Seachrist Donna Zirkel  Carmen & Jerry Richards 
Rev. Dave & Mid Gockley Sam Minder III  Lainie Christensen 
Rev. Bob & Nancy Musser Hank Fox   Charles & Betty Booraem 
Betty Tyndall and family Mary Witmer  Bob & Marlyn Wible 
Rev. Bob & Judie Bistline Erika Otthofer  Kathleen Sensenig Adams 
Rev. Jere & Judy Chapman Dave Trostle Danielle Huggins Holbein 
Joann & Dawn Garvin Dr. Blaine Connor 
FAMILY & FRIENDS 
The family of Dorothy Fasnacht 



The family of Dr. Phil Bartholomew (friend of Pastor Rankin) 
Mary Mattern Smith (cousin of Anita Rohrer) 
Deb Olley Heagy (daughter of Jack & Karen Olley) 
Donna Esbenshade (wife of Rev. Jack Esbenshade) 
The Haverstick Family (friends of Mike & Shelley Wagner) 
Tom Riley (friend of Bud McCarty) 
Rev. Loy Garber (former seminarian) 
Roland Anderson and family (friends of John & Kayla Brennan) 
Jaden Allen (nephew of Carol Kratz) 
Cindy Commero Cook and family(friend of Sarah Paulukow) 
Gina McCarty (daughter-in-law of Bud & Kathy McCarty) 
The Bruno family (friends of Blaine Connor) 
Jessica Brown  (niece of Mike & Shelley Wagner) 
Janice Zimmerman (sister of Ken Zimmerman) 
Larry Gerlach (brother of Dolly Barr) 
John Martin (brother-in-law of Dolly & John Barr) 
Kelly Quick (friend of Rev. Dr. Rich & Lainie Christensen) 
Marianne Gibble (friend of Trinity) 
James Malone & family 
Tom & Elaine Lichtenwalner (parents of Mike Lichtenwalner) 
Janet Owens (sister-in-law of Scott & Jane Owens) 
Chad Zirkel (son of Donna Zirkel) 
Jordan Sensenig (grandson of Pat & Joan Sensenig),  
Don Pfeifer (husband of Denise Pfeifer) 
Jake & Jean Otthofer (parents of Dan Otthofer) 
The Martin family   
Robert Richards (brother of Jerry Richards) 
Ronald Himelwright (grandson of Brenda & Harry Himelwright) 
Barry Richards(son of Jerry & Carmen Richards) 
Tyler Miller (grandson of Iris DeMaio) 
Joan Kalbach (mother of Dr. Cathy Hoshauer) 
Jim & Kathy Long (friends of Jerry & Carmen Richards) 
John Siebern  (Bob Siever’s brother-in-law) 
Jo Jo Richards & family (Carmen & Jerry’s granddaughter-in-law) 

THE NOVEMBER PARISH POST is available on both floors of the church 
building.  

DEVOTIONALS: The October-December edition of These Days are available on 
the table across from the church office or on the lower level by the portico 
entrance. 



We are in need of two greeters and four ushers for Thanksgiving Eve service.  
Contact Pastor Chris or Carol Kratz if you are able to help! 

THE 2024 APPROVED BUDGET is available on the table across from the 
church office or in the information racks on both levels of the church building. 

2024 OFFERING ENVELOPES are available on the table across from the 
church office.  Please help us by delivering envelopes to some of our homebound 
members! 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS: Forms are available on the table in the hall 
across from office.  The last day to order is TODAY. Give order forms and 
payment to Dan Otthofer, or place in the offering in envelope marked 
Poinsettia or give to church office. If paying by check, please make it payable to 
Trinity United Church of Christ and mark Poinsettia in memo line. Thank you. 

TRINITY T-SHIRTS: The Anniversary Committee is working with our own 
Mitch Gibson (from Elizabethtown Sporting Goods) to celebrate our 175th 
anniversary with Trinity t-shirts.  We have already placed one order, but you 
can still order shirts on the form across from the church office.   

175th ANNIVERSARY GIFTS: There are extra copies of the historical book, the 
prayer book and the anniversary pens and magnets on the table across from the 
church office. 

PRAYER SHAWL:  Prayer Shawl will meet Tuesday, November 21 from 1:00-
3:00 PM.  They will continue to meet on the third Tuesday of each month!  
Come and bring a friend. Hope to see many of you there!    Contact Betty 
Tyndall for more information. 



“I PROMISE” FORMS are still being accepted!  We hope that you will submit 
the forms to help us plan for our ministry in 2024.  Extra forms are available on 
the table across from the church office! 

2023 CHANCEL FLOWERS AND WORSHIP AID SPONSORS: Upcoming 
dates for worship aids are: November 26, December 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31.  2024 
Flower Chart is now up on the bulletin board in the Narthex. The price for 
flowers is $60.  The price for worship aids is $26. Look for the charts on the 
bulletin board in the narthex or call Carol in the church office. 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!
Greeter /Ushers Needed 

If you would like to volunteer as a Greeter/Usher for the 
10:30 a.m. service please contact the church office.  We 

recently had some vacancies as ushers, so we are in need of help!!!  
We are looking for a greeter coordinator that will recruit new people to serve 
and create a schedule.  Contact Pastor Chris or Carol Kratz.  

Assist with the worship service or to just read the scripture lessons at 
the 7:45 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services.  Please contact Pastor Chris or 
Carol Kratz if you are willing to volunteer! 

KOINONIA/SUNDAYMORNING FELLOWSHIP: We have resumed koinonia 
(community fellowship) every Sunday at 10 a.m. in Isenberg Hall.   Volunteers 
are asked to provide light refreshments and drinks/coffee.  The sign-up sheet is 
on the kitchen coordinator.  If you have any questions, contact Paula Dennes.  
Coffee is always available between 7:45 service and Sunday School. 



GRIEF GROUPS: Prior to the pandemic, Pastor Chris was hoping to form some 
small groups to look at issues of grief.  Please contact him or Carol Kratz if you 
are interested in participating in one of the groups! 

TRINITY PRESCHOOL SUB COUPONS: We still have eight coupons for subs 
at S. Clyde Weaver.  The cost is $8.  Contact the church office if you are 
interested.   

CROP HUNGER WALK UPDATE: Thank you to everyone who has already 
supported the walkers from Trinity Church!  As of November 2, we raised 
$11,820!!  You can still support the CROP Hunger Walk by giving money to 
Mark & Chris Eyer or Pastor Rankin or donate online at 
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/team/trinity-east-pete 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT 

Advent Day Apart at The Wittel 
Farm - December 9, 2023 
Advent/Christmas in the Barn at The Wittel Farm - December 17, 2023 
Winter Youth Retreat at Kirchenwald - January 5 - 7, 2024 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/team/trinity-east-pete
https://www.lutherancamping.org/event/advent-day-apart-2023/
https://www.lutherancamping.org/event/christmas-in-the-barn-2023/
https://www.lutherancamping.org/event/winter-youth-retreat-2024/


SAVE THE DATE - ADVENT WORKSHOP:  Saturday, Dec. 2nd 
We are coming up on preparing Trinity Church for 
the Advent season.  

All help in making this happen is greatly appreciated 
as we decorate our church for the season.  We will 
start with breakfast at 8:30 AM.  There is a sign-up 
sheet on the table across from the church office.  

Watch for more information in the coming weeks!! 
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