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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

8:00 A.M. SERVICE 
 

Today’s Theme: The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast 
with the risen Jesus.  Wading in the water (remembering baptism) and 
eating with Jesus (celebrating holy communion) is our weekly 
encounter with the risen Christ.  Jesus asks us again and again: Do 
you love me?  And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow him, 
bringing the Easter life to others. 
 

Welcome all visitors!  We welcome all who worship with us.  May the joy of 
Christ’s presence and the power of the Holy Spirit fill you with peace and 
hope!  We are honored by your presence and trust that you will join us in 
the praise and worship of God.  Please sign our guest book in the narthex.  
If you are interested in church membership, please give your name and 
telephone number to Pastor Rankin.  
 

Welcome to the Eucharist!  All who seek to follow Jesus and who seek the 
gifts Jesus offers us are invited to share in this sacrament of Holy 
Communion. Children are invited to receive communion at the discretion of 
their parents/guardians.  If a child wants to receive a blessing, they are 
asked to fold their hands. 

 

Prayer As You Enter: Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and 
all the saints we laud your majesty and might.  By the resurrection of your 
Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM AND INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    

Amen.  
 

Sing praises to God, O you saints of God. 
Give thanks to God’s holy name. 

Praise God for the joyous gift of a new day. 
Thank God for healing and ever-present help. 

Alleluia! Christ our Passover is offered for us. 
 Therefore, let us keep the feast.  Alleluia! 
The table of life is spread before you.  Feast on the goodness and mercy of 
God. 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

CALL TO CONFESSION              
By our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ, God has 
raised us to new life.  Let us confess to God our sins and all that waits 
for resurrection in our lives. 

 (SEATED OR KNEELING) 
SILENT CONFESSION OF SINS     
 
CONFESSION OF SIN  

Let us repent of our sin and claim the promise of God. 
God of grace and glory, you have brought us through the night of sin 
into the light of Jesus’ resurrection.  Yet our lives are still shadowed 
by sin.  Make us alive in Christ, O God.  Make us new as you make 
all things new.  Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, renew us in 
grace, and restore us to living in your holiness, through Jesus Christ, 
our risen Lord.   Amen. 

 

KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.    

 Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.    

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  

(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 



 

ACT OF PRAISE     
O God, open my lips. 

And my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God: 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen.  

  
COLLECT FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Let us pray the collect together. 
God of love, who raised Christ from the dead to reign in power, we 
honor and bless you, even as we seek wisdom to follow where Christ 
leads.  May your favor rest upon us, your joy fill our lives, your love 
motivate all we do. Make us instruments of good news who carry 
your name to others and share your blessing with delight.  In the 
name of Jesus Christ. Amen.    

(PLEASE BE SEATED) 
 
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
THE FIRST LESSON      Acts 9:1-20            see last page                       
Saul(later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of 
Christ.  This reading recounts the story of his transformation, beginning with an 
encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus. 

The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 
THE PSALTER     Psalm 30 
I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up, and did not let my 
foes rejoice over me.  
O Lord my God, I cried to you for help,  and you have healed me.  
 

O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol, restored me to life from 
among those gone down to the Pit.  
Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his 
holy name.  
 

For his anger is but for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping 
may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning.  
As for me, I said in my prosperity, ‘I shall never be moved.’  
 



By your favor, O Lord, you had established me as a strong mountain; you 
hid your face; I was dismayed.  
To you, O Lord, I cried, and to the Lord I made supplication: ‘What profit 
is there in my death, if I go down to the Pit? Will the dust praise you? 
Will it tell of your faithfulness?  
 

Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! O Lord, be my helper!’  

You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have taken off my 
sackcloth and clothed me with joy, so that my soul may praise you and 
not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you for ever. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON    Revelation 5:11-14 
The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship around 
the throne.  At its center is “the Lamb who was slain.”  
  The Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 

 

(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                    St. John 21:1-10             
The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first 
called.  After echoes of the fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder of 
the cost of a disciple’s love and obedience. 
   Glory be to You, O Lord. 
 

THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD 

      Praise be to You, O Christ. 
 

(PLEASE BE SEATED) 
 
SERMON      “Invited, Restored, & Commissioned”    Pastor Rankin 
 

(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 
NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, light from light, true God from 
true God, begotten not made, of one Being with the Father;  through him 
all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 
became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 



the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son 
is worshipped and glorified, and has spoken through the prophets. 
 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 
PEOPLE’S OFFERING 

OFFERING DEDICATION        
We bring our offerings to feed your lambs and tend your sheep, O God.  
May these gifts extend love in the form of food, pure water, shelter, and 
acceptance.  Let them provide outreach to the world and opportunities for 
growth within this congregation.  Help us focus on what is important, 
that we may work together to make a difference in the world.  We pray in 
Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER       

The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them up to the Lord! 

Let us give thanks to God Most High.   
It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Holy God, we praise and bless you for creation and the gift of life and 
for abiding love which brings us close to you, the source of all blessing.  
We give you thanks that in the fullness of time you sent Jesus, born of 
Mary, to live in our midst, to share in our suffering, and to accept the 
pain of death at the hands of those whom Jesus loved.  We rejoice that 
in a perfect victory over the grave you raised Christ with power to 
become sovereign in your realm.  We celebrate the coming of the Holy 
Spirit to gather your church by which your work may be done in the 
world and through which we share the gift of eternal life.  With the 
faithful in every place and time, we praise with joy your holy name.   
Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of 
your glory, O God, Most High.  Blessed is the one who comes in the 
name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest! 



 (PLEASE BE SEATED) 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
 
THE PRAYER OF OUR LORD  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 
COMMUNICATION 
 As this grain was once scattered in the fields, and has come together in 

one bread, so we, with different needs and hopes, come together as 
one, for we share one bread. 

  The Bread of Life, broken for us. 
 

 The cup which we share is the cup of the New Covenant written in our 
hearts and witnessed by Jesus. 

  The Cup of Blessing, poured out for us and for the many. 
 

(Those who wish to come forward will be invited by the pastor.  The 
pastor will serve you the host, saying, “The Body of Christ.”  You 
reply, “Amen!”  The assistant will present you with the cup, saying, 
“The Blood of Christ.”  You reply, “Amen!” Grape juice is in the 
chalice with the cross and wine is in the other chalice.  If you need 
the pastor and assistant to come to you, please indicate that to 
someone near you or the pastor.  If you do not wish to come forward, 
you are invited to use the packaged elements in the narthex and 
commune in your pew.  The pastor will offer a blessing everyone has 
communed. Children are invited to receive communion at the 
discretion of their parents/guardians.  If a child wants to receive a 
blessing, they are asked to fold their hands.) 

  
(PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE) 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYERS 

The Lord be with you.    
 And also with you.     
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  
 



Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for 
the church, people in need, and all of creation. 
 
Holy One of new beginnings, fill us with new life.  Send us into the world as 
you sent your apostles Philip and James, to invite people to come and see your 
wondrous acts in Christ.  God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Revive ecosystems along coastlands that have been devastated by natural 
forces and human negligence.  Re-establish plant and animal life that purifies 
air and water and that feeds humans and other living creatures.  God in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Accompany laborers who get little rest from their work.  Give them hope when 
they struggle to produce what they need.  Give all who labor fair treatment 
and just wages.  God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Be present to faithful ones who are persecuted for following you.  Sustain them 
by your faithfulness, and give them strength in the name of Jesus.  God in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Restore all people who cry to you for help.  Turn their mourning into dancing, 
clothe them with joy, and put a testimony of healing and praise on their lips.  
God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 

SILENT PRAYER 
Let us pray together. 
We give you thanks, Bountiful God, for in this bread and cup we have 
tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more.  
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our 
lives all may know life in Jesus’ name.   Amen. 
 

CLOSE OF WORSHIP 
BENEDICTION 
 

CATCH THE VISION & SHARE THE JOY 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chancel Flowers are given by Tony & Jamy Shelly.  We are looking 
forward to seeing our Trinity family again. 
 



The Worship Aids are given by Scott & Jane Owens in honor of the work 
the Property Committee does to provide us a great place to worship. 
 

Money Counters: Bud & Kathy McCarty, Scott Owens, Jeff 
Hackenberger, John Shelsky 
 

Building Trustee: John Shelsky Lector: Rev. Bob Bistline 
 
Happy Birthday! 
 Today – Ken Jenkins   Monday – James Patton 

Tuesday –  Rev. Jere Chapman Wednesday – Cheriee Mowrer 
Thursday – David Miller   Friday – Paula Dennes 
 

Attendance for Sun., April 24    8:00–28   10:30–78     TOTAL – 106 
Sunday School     16 
 
This Week at Trinity Church 
(Church Office Hours: Monday-Friday 9:00 a.m.-2 p.m.) 
Monday  7:00 PM – SOT Choir/7:45 PM Bells 
Friday  12-4 PM – Preschool Food Truck/Bake Sale Fundraiser 
   6:00 PM – Boy Scouts 
Saturday    7 AM-2 PM – Chicken BBQ(Boy Scouts) 
   7:00 PM – Alanon/8:00 PM - AA  
Sunday  8:00 AM – Eucharist 
   9:00 AM – Sunday School 
   10:30 AM – Eucharist 
 
 
THE MAY PARISH POST is available on both floors of the church 
building.  
 

DEVOTIONALS: The April-June edition of These Days are available on 
the table across from the church office or on the lower level by the portico 
entrance.   
 
2022 CHANCEL FLOWERS AND WORSHIP AIDS SPONSORS 
Contact Carol in the church office to sign-up for chancel flowers and 
worship aids for 2022.  The price for flowers is $60.  The price for worship 
aids is $26. Upcoming dates for chancel flowers are: June 19 & 26.  
Upcoming dates for worship aids are: May15 & 29. 
 
 



PRAYER CONCERNS: Don Miller, Don Pfeifer (husband of Denise Pfeifer), 
Anne Rankin, Donna Zirkel,  Dave Miller (husband of Cherie Cataldi-
Miller), Bob Kilgore,  the Lehman family, Nancy Crawford (Pastor Rankin’s 
mother), Judy Barr (friend of Mike & Shelley Wagner), Lee Bossert, 
Sheldon Paulus (son-in-law of Chuck & Sue Husted), Sean McKelvey & 
family, Joann Garvin, Herb Charles, Rev. Phyllis Baum, Rev. Jere & Judy 
Chapman, Herb Holbein (father-in-law of Danielle Huggins Holbein), Jake 
& Jean Otthofer (parents of Dan Otthofer),Rev. Paul Eyer (former pastor of 
St. Luke’s), Danielle Huggins Holbein, Carole Connor, Gina McCarty 
(daughter-in-law of Bud & Kathy McCarty), Mary Witmer, Mark & Mary 
Anne Ritter (friends of the Paulukows), Patrick & Mel(nephew of Marianne 
Gibble & his wife), the Martin family,  Robert Richards (brother of Jerry 
Richards), Hillary Brennan (mother of John Brennan), Jim Newcomer 
(cousin of Sandy DeLong), David & Ann Potts (friends of Brenda & Harry  
Himelwright), Pete & Nora Petrosky (friends of Dr. Cathy Hoshauer), Lynn 
Dull, Hilma Slechta (mother of Mike Slechta), Chad Zirkel (son of Donna 
Zirkel), Ronald Himelwright (grandson of Brenda & Harry Himelwright), 
Barry Richards(son of Jerry & Carmen Richards), Tyler Miller (grandson of 
Iris DeMaio), Joan Kalbach (mother of Dr. Cathy Hoshauer), Donna 
Denlinger, Nancy Patton, Gary Reynolds (friend of Mike & Shelley 
Wagner), Rev. Bob & Nancy Musser, Phyllis Zimmerman, Chris Rice 
(nephew of Diane Rice & Karen Olley), Jaimie & Aurora Commero (friends 
of Sarah Paulukow),  Mark Zody (friend of Denise Huggins), Jim & Kathy 
Long (friends of Jerry & Carmen Richards),  John Siebern  (Bob Siever’s 
brother-in-law), Carl Roth (Gretchen Leinbach’s brother), Scott Summers, 
Rev. Frank Lantz, Lainie Christensen, Sandra Englert (niece of Betty 
Tyndall), Charles & Betty Booraem, Betty Tyndall and family, Dorothy 
Fasnacht, Jo Jo Richards & family (Carmen & Jerry’s granddaughter-in-
law), Bob & Marlyn Wible, Barry Moore (Donna & Ron Denlinger’s brother-
in-law), Jordan Sensenig (grandson of Pat & Joan Sensenig), Judy 
Wisniewski (sister of Chuck Husted), Elaine Sturgis (friend of Sue Husted), 
Doris Leaman, Judie Bistline, and the Bonilla-Rodriguez family (friends of 
Trinity Church).  
 
MEN’S BREAKFAST: The men will be meeting on Saturday, May 14 at 
8:30 a.m. at Family Fare Restaurant in East Petersburg.  This is open to 
all men of the congregation! Call the church office to let them know you 
will be attending.  Don’t miss out on this time of fellowship. 
 
PENTECOST GERANIUM ORDER FORMS are available on the table 
across from the church office.  Deadline is May 22! 



“KNIT IN GOD’S LOVE” PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: The Prayer 
Shawl group is planning to meet on May 10 from 1-3 p.m. in Isenberg 
Hall.  Contact Betty Tyndall or Nancy Enders for more information. 
 
LUNCH WITH THE PASTOR: Bring your lunch and enjoy the fellowship 
on May 19 from noon-1 p.m. in Isenberg Hall!   
   

 
 
WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: We are looking for worship volunteers on 
Sunday mornings and the Wednesday Lenten services (just greeters for 
those services).  Contact the church office to sign-up! 
 

Greeters/Ushers: To welcome worshippers at the door and to seat them in 
the sanctuary (10:30 a.m. service only) 
 

Lectors: Assist with the worship service or to just read the scripture 
lessons at the 8:00 a.m. and/or 10:30 a.m. services. 
 



GUEST PREACHER ON MAY 15: The Rev. Charles Gross, a retired 
Presbyterian pastor, will be preaching at both services.  Rev. Gross was 
confirmed at Trinity Church on May 14, 1967.  He graduated from 
Lancaster Theological Seminary in 2004 with Pastor Rankin. 
 
BOY SCOUT CHICKEN BBQ: Drive thru distribution will be on Sat May 
7 from 7 AM-2 PM at the back of the church. A meal consists of a 1/2 
chicken, roll, butter, applesauce, and drink (tea or lemonade). A meal will 
cost $12. Half chicken only will cost $8. 
 

Presales are encouraged. There will be a limited quantity available for 
walk up sales, but when they are gone, they are gone. 
 

Those interested in purchasing tickets may contact me, Jim Dreyer via 
email at jim.dreyer@comcast.net or by phone 717-587-4499.  The presale 
window will close at 8PM on Thursday April 28.  
 

 

 
 

PRESCHOOL FOOD TRUCK 
FUNDRAISER 
The Trinity Preschool will be hosting a food 
truck and bake sale fundraiser here at 
Trinity UCC on Friday May 6 from 12pm to 
4pm.  If you would like to donate baked 

goods use this sign-up sheet  or you may call the church 
office or email the preschool director at preschool@trinityeastpete.org. 

mailto:jim.dreyer@comcast.net
mailto:preschool@trinityeastpete.org


 
Learning to See: A Memoir of Southern Africa by Rev. Dr. Rich 
Christensen 

Teaching in the southern African nation of Botswana in 
the early 1980s, Richard Christensen faced a new world, 
one endlessly fascinating and challenging. Experiencing 
warm hospitality from many people, sharing both joyful 
celebrations and painful struggles with students, he and 
his family encountered a deeper sense of the true 
meaning of community. Travel in apartheid South 
Africa and war-weary Zimbabwe gave him a fuller 
understanding of the reality of oppression and how 
people of faith endured their plight and kept hope alive. 
In this experience, so surprising in many ways, he came 

to a deepened realization of the genuine freedom of the gospel and the 
hope it affords us. He saw that relationships are what save us, that the 
salvation of God in Christ is not merely personal and individual, but 
communal, and that we are thus more dependent upon one another than 
we realize. Learning to see the world with new eyes, he discovered not 
only a more expansive vision of the church and the world, but also a more 
honest and complete understanding of himself as a product of an affluent 
and segregated society.  You can purchase book at either Amazon.com or 
wipfandstock.com 
 

 
 



 
 

CHURCH CAMP REGISTRATION 
Even though the air is cold and snow is on the ground, the warmer days 
of the Summer Camp season are right around the corner! Camp 
registration is open and ready for you to start planning your summer 
around weeks at Kirchenwald & Nawakwa!  There are a wide range of 
camps this summer for all ages — kindergarteners through high 
schoolers, families, adults, and older folks. You can find printed 
brochures on the table across from the church office or view the schedule 
at https://www.lutherancamping.org/forms/SummerBrochure.pdf 
  

As you know, Penn Central Conference paid for 50% of camp registration 
fees last year. It is wonderful to be able to announce that that same 
generous offer stands again this year! You can help send campers from 
Trinity by contribution to our Camp Scholarship Fund.   Place your 
contribution in your weekly offering envelope and mark the special 
designation box with “Camp Scholarship”.    
 
 

"HARTMAN CENTER SPIRIT WEEK" 2022 
 

Save the date: "Hartman Center Spirit Week" will be returning this 
summer! 
 
This will be a week of camp in the spirit, community, and traditions of 
Hartman Center. Registration information and a brochure will be 
available soon. 
 
Saturday, August 6 through Friday, August 12 at Camp Mt Luther in 
Mifflinburg PA.  Talk with Pastor Chris or Anne Rankin for more 
information. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qk0XtYp-zQhsp_NGytMWP2FZciSyJShb1_hemk9MvA6MOfYYViPDzhB9kdTnX58HV4HaAvdwRIDv-J_b_zJ8DnMccNSZvZ8EWWVF1oCUt_pFCss4_3JgtxVNCuzmqtR4HhN6Z_ZcfuF26r-xFxlrbsaE3WFDG3xlqu6wFqKxRCVn4gzHf4Dsz8akSmoiVP3V&c=jhQrrn7yfDuZdFFO-Y16Y2CINE2_XIcq3xca4xEXQwvbSYpXMTh5OQ==&ch=yc7VozOvf11GQn41ZOU77N340bjEqGFHeFAIKH1EjfsQA8X9jqad_Q==


 
 

Lancaster Association Mission & Ministry Team 
invites you to the 

HEROES WELCOME! 
 

Sunday May 22, 2022 
at Rader Park Pavilion 

 
Gathering and Lawn Games at 4pm 

Cornhole, Ladder Ball, bring your favorite 
 

Catered Picnic Supper at 5pm 
(Brats, Burgers, Salads, Desserts ~ $15/person) 

 
Program at 6pm 

Congregations share stories of members who helped them survive 
and thrive through the pandemic. 

The Trinity Consistory voted last year to honor Mike Lichtenwalner and Theodore Slechta 
for their assistance with our online services and other technology needs during the 
pandemic.   

Registration and Reservations Required by TODAY!! 
Sign-up sheet is across from the church office! 

Ask Pastor Rankin for more information!!!  
 
 

ALTAR GUILD VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: When we returned to worship 
in the midst of the pandemic, Pastor Rankin has taken on the altar guild 
responsibility each week.   The pastor now is looking for a few more 
volunteers to help prepare the altar for weekly worship.   The following 
people have agreed to serve: Nancy Enders, Hedwig Hunsicker, Karen 
Olley, and Jamy Shelly.  The pastor is looking for another 2-4 people to 
serve.  Pastor Rankin is willing to offer a training session for all 
volunteers.  You can contact him or Donna Denlinger, the Elder 
representative to the altar guild. 



Sign-up sheet in church hallway or call church office. 



SUMMER ACTIVITIES AT TRINITY U.C.C. 

Join us for fellowship and game between Lancaster Barnstormers and 
the York Revolution!   The cost is $30 (ticket, suite rental, endless buffet 
for 90 minutes, gratuity).   Children from ages 4-18 will be covered by our 
Youth Ministry account and those under 4 are free.   You can sign-up by 
contacting Carol in the church office.  We will need a $15 deposit when 
you sign-up! 

FOOD TRUCKS: Stoney's Burgers & Fries 
Tri-County Barbeque 
Mista Twista 
Walko Taco 
Next Level Pizza 

MAGICIAN (Eric Vera) AUSCULTATION BRASS CONCERT 





Acts 9:1-20 
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples 
of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 Now 
as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light 
from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a 
voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 He 
asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you 
are persecuting. 6 But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 
what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood 
speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up 
from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; 
so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 For three 
days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said 
to him in a vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 The 
Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at 
the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this 
moment he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named 
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his 
sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about 
this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14 and 
here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your 
name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I 
have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before 
the people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how much he must suffer 
for the sake of my name.” 17 So Ananias went and entered the house. 
He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 
appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain 
your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was restored. 
Then he got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he 
regained his strength. 

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and 
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He 
is the Son of God.” 
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